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settled, is at stake. 

Residents accustomed to making 
$15 to $20 an hour as miners now 
face service-oriented jobs paying far 
less. The face of the town's business 
district is also changing. Franchise 
fast-food restaurants, minimarkets 
and tourist-oriented stores are re- 
plating more traditional businesses. 
Newcomers from other tourist cen- 
terg such as Park City, Telluride, As- 
pen and Vail bring in different ideas 
and) in some cases, new problems. 

An unexpected mountain biking 
boom now attracts thousands of rid- 
ers‘from all over the world, filling 
campgrounds and polluting the Colo- 
rado River corridor. 

Moab native Sam Taylor, the long- 
time publisher, owner and editor of 
the Moab Times-Independent news- 
paper, knows the history of his 
hometown. 

“Tt hasn't been all peaches and 
cream here over the years," said Mr. 
Taylor. "There have been a lot of cy- 
cles, This is my 35th year here. I'm 
not sure I'd want to see uranium or 
mining activity come back. The tour- 
ist boom is all we can handle.” 

At nearby Rim Cyclery, owner Bill 
Groff epitomizes the changing face 
of Moab. He and brother Robin once 
made their living as miners but have 
discovered a new gold mine by serv- 
ing the thousands of mountain bikers 
who now invade Moab 

Groff looks at Moab's tourist 
growth with mixed feelings. The un- 
derfunding of the recreational arms 
of the Bureau of Land Management 
and National Park Service bother 
him. So does the lack of planning by 
the Grand County Commission. But, 
he doesn’t see Moab becoming anoth- 
er yuppie tourist destination. 

“Moab is an ugly little town,” he 
says. “It's not a pristine place on the 
sidé of a mountain. It's just a dusty, 
sandy bowl in the bottom of a wash 
that we happen to love. I don't think 
people will spend money on motels, 
condominiums or homes to live here. 
‘There's no way to get here. There's 
no bus, no trucks, no trains and no 
way to get into town from the air- 
port. A lot of stuff needs to be done. 
If people can't make money, things 
won't happen. We've got a long ways 


Agencies Hold Moab’s Future 


By Tom Wharton 
Tribune Outdoors Editor 

MOAB — Moab’s future as a tourist 
mecca or industrial haven may de- 
pend on the decisions of the federal 
agencies that own and regulate much 

je land in southeastern Utah. 

Land managers from the Moab Dis- 
trict office of the Bureau of Land 
Management, Canyonlands National 
Park and the Manti-LaSal National 
Forest may have more to do with the 
future of this area than any other out- 
side entity. 

Leaders from these three land 
management agencies worry about a 
lack of funding for the increasing 
numbers of tourists who are invading 
the area. 

“There are never enough dollars,” 
says David Morris, assistant superin- 
tendent of Canyonlands National 
Park. “Plenty of things just aren't 
getting done.” 

Gene Nodine, the Moab BLM dis- 
trict manager, says he doesn't have 
the manpower to supervise mountain 
bikers, put together long range plans, 
do an adequate job on environmental- 
impact statements and assessments or 
build camping facilities 

Jerry Shaw, the Moab District 
Ranger for the U.S. Forest Service, 
tells much the same story 

We are traditionally underfunded 
for recreation," he said. “We could 
spend all the money in my district just 
preparing NEPA [National Environ 
mental Policy Act] documents. 

Yet, as the federal budget gets 
tighiter, the impacts of increased visi 
tation continue to take their toll. Visi- 
tation at both Arches and Canyon 
lands National Park has increased at 
a rate of 8 to 10 percent a year 

The overflow tends to spill over 
into BLM properly. Problems with lit 
ter, human waste and vandalism 
along the Colorado River became so 
bad that Congress, led by Sen. Jake 
Gara, R-Utah, authorized $350,000 to 
help the agency tackle problems 

Though recreation hasn't increase 
as much in the national forest, Mr 
Shaw finds himself dealing with in. 
ereased interest in cross-country ski 
ing in the LaSal Mountains near 
Moab. A number of guides are ap} 
ing for permits, and snow 
andskiers have been segr 
rebuilding of three small reservoirs 
on the mountains could improve fish. 
ing and increase the number of sum. 
mer visitors 

Mr. Nodine has headed the BLM’s 
offite in Moab for 10 years and 
watched the economy shift from min 
ing and oil and gas de pment to 
recteation 

“Things really started dropping off 
in 1983, the BLM official 
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A solitary mountain biker illustrates the ups and 
downs of Canyoniands area economy as he navi- 


to go before we worry.” 

Veteran guide Ken Sleight frets 
that Grand County and, for that mat- 
ter, much of the canyonlands coun- 
try, may not be ready for the major 
increases in tourism that appear to 
be coming. 

“A wave of people is coming,” pre- 
dicted Mr. Sleight. “We're not ready 
for them. We're way behind on our 
planning.” 

Bob Jones, owner of Tag-a-Long 
‘Tours, president of the Grand Coun- 
ty Travel Council and transplanted 
Wasatch Front resident, moved to 
Moab in 1982 to purchase a river and 
four-wheel drive guide company, 


Tom Shellenberger, a former city 
councilman in Park City, moved to 
Moab 18 months ago after spending 
16 years in Summit County. 

Both bring an “out-of-town” per- 
spective to Moab, where longtime 
residents have made the rules for 
decades, 

Mr. Jones says town meetings or 
county commission hearings in 
Grand County often turn into exer- 
cises in bloodletting, but after vio- 
lently disagreeing, most folks try to 
get along. 

“I love Moab for what it is,” he 
said. “I hate it for what we're going 
to develop it into.” 
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ing became unexpectedly popular. A 
number of free brochures on differ: 
ent kinds of recreation were pro 
duced by a consortium of government 
and private acies, Local leaders 
promoted the Slickrock bicycle trail 
and began the development of Koko 
pelli’s Trail, a bike path connecting 
Grand Junction, Colo., and M 

Now, local and federal govern 
ments are working to build another 
bicycle trail leading from Moab into 
Green River, Ferron and eventually 
all the way to Salt Lake and still 
other connecting Moab with Monticel 
lo and Durango, Colo 
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The BLM may develop new camp 
ing facilities along the Colorado River 
but, in the process, turn them over to 
private concessionaires to operate 
This has been done successfully by 
both the park service and forest ser- 
vice in a number of areas in the Unit 
ed States 
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The river guide sees the town turn- 
ing into another Jackson Hole or As- 
pen. While he says Moab needs 
dressing up, he wishes the city could 
stay frozen in time. 

Mr. Shellenberger moved from 
Park City to Moab because he liked 
the lifestyle and the scenery. He 
owns several small businesses in the 
area, but hopes the town doesn’t 
grow too quickly. 

“There's no need to get a lot big- 
ger,” he said. “Numbers of people 
don't equal success." 

Judith Morris, the wife of a Na- 
tional Park Service assistant super- 
intendent, works as the executive di- 


| 


rector of the Grand County Travel 
Council. She brings a world view to 
her job and finds the diversity of re- 
ligion (there are 17 churches in 
Grand County), culture, personal- 
ities and recreation available around 
Moab fascinating. 

“The refreshing thing about 
Grand County is that so much is just 
starting to happen,” said Ms, Morris. 
“There is so much thought and dis- 
cussion going on.” 

‘That thought and discussion comes 
in many forms. The recent county 
commission election often turned 
bitter as candidates debated the need 
for more or less planning and wheth- 
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ing town in southeast Utah. Ranchers and miners 
are seratching out livings in service businesses. 


er tourism or more traditional indus- 
tries should be emphasized. 

A committee studied what to do 
about dispersed recreation in Grand 
County's undeveloped Bureau of 
Land Management lands and came 
up with a plan to solve pollution 
problems along the Colorado River. 
Another committee spent much of 
the winter discussing a proposed 
new sign ordinance. A new newspa- 
per, Jim Stiles’ The Canyon Country 
Zephyr popped up to challenge Mr. 
Taylor's Times-Independent and 
generate even more discussion. 


Moab City Councilman Dave Bierschied is a | 
member of the Blue Ribbon Committee, 
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which is trying for a middle ground be- 
tween tourist trade and the environment. 


BLM Seeks Low-Impact Camping 
As Way to Rescue Public Lands 


By Tom Wharton 
Tribune Outdoors Editor 


MOAB — The public campgrounds 
around Moab begin filling with fam- 
ilies, mountain bikers, hikers and 
four-wheelers almost a week before 
the busy Easter weekend 

The 54 units at Arches and the 12 at 
Canyonlands’ island in the Sky area 
will fill first stay that way until mid 
)ctober. Dead Horse Point State 
Park usually fills next 

With those full, the thousands of 
visitors then begin searching for a 
place te spend the night. Some opt to 
Stay in a motel room, if any are avail 
able, Others use one of a half-dozen 
te campground facilities located 
in the Moab ar 

Many, though, will head toward the 
expanses of undeveloped Bu- 
reau of Land Management property 
surrounding the town. They'll camp 
in the Sand Flats area near the Slick 

k Bicycle Trail, next to the Color 
do River and Negro Bill Canyon along 
Utah 


128, or in smal] red 
rock hway 313. 
the o Dead Horse Pojat and 


Canyonlands National Park. 

In fact, camping alone in a corner 
of BLM land or adjacent to the Colo- 
rado River holds a certain attraction. 
There ís no charge, little contact with 
rangers and a certain wildness about 
these lands. 
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wood and shade became scarce, Some 
law enforcement problems surfaced 

These woes, coupled with a lack of 
budget to address them, left Mr. Von 
Koch and others in the community 
contemplating shutting down camp 
ing in the popular area. 

The Grand County Blue Ribbon 
Committee was established in the 
spring of 1989 to advise the Grand 
County Commission and the BLM 
about strategies for coping with in- 
creased recreational use of public 
lands in Moab, 

Organizers sought a program that 
would make the protection of public 
health and safety and the mainte- 
nance of environmental quality val 
ues an integral part of the growth of 
tourism and recreation in Moab. 

The Blue Ribbon Committee made 
its recommendations to the BLM and 
Grand County last November. Armed 
with $350,000 in funding from Con 
BLM has already began im 
g parts of the program 
Most of the plan will be in place by the 
spring of 1992 

Some new pit toilets are being in- 
and could soon be in use. Much 
funding for these facilities 
coming from donations contribut 
by those using the Slickrock Bicycle 
Trail 

Users will see more restrictions but 
not as many regulations as those at 
national and state parks. 

The new management 
is of several phases. 

One phase involves building “semi 
developed” campgrounds along the 
river which would include drinking 
water, group sites, individual and 
multi-family camping spots and day 
use picnic are first apers 
would be asked for a $3 donon to 
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use these sites. But the BLM is consid- 
ering leasing the camping areas to a 
private concessionaire who would 
manage them in a similar manner to 
stale or national park campgrounds 

A second phase involves smaller 
sites along the Colorado River and 
Utah Highway 313, Toilets, devel 
oped fire pits, bulletin boards with in 
structions on minimum impact camp- 
ing, a Dumpster and a few picnic 
tables would be installed. Campers 
would be asked for a $3 donation to 
defray the cost of the facility. 

Camping would be allowed in other 
areas without facilities, especially on 
busy holiday weekends like Memorial 
Day and Easter. But campers would 
be required to provide their own toi- 
let facilities, haul out both trash and 
human wastes and use fire rings. Reg- 
ulations would be similar to those fol- 
lowed by river running guides on the 
Colorado River. 

Finally, camping will not be al- 
lowed in some environmentally sensi 
tive areas, 

From a user standpoint, the BLM 
and Grand County Travel Council 
also plan to mount a massive educa 
tion campaign to teach visitors how to 
use undeveloped campsites in an en- 
vironmentally sound ways 

Campers will be asked to limit their 
stay to 14 days, pack out trash, avoid 
camping within 100 feet of streams 
and not leave campfires unattended 
The BLM suggests campers stay at a 
previously used sife, remain on exist- 
ing travel routes, avoid building new 
fire rings and to use a fire pan 

Detailed low impact camping bro- 
chures will be available at govern- 
ment agencies and travel council of. 
fices and will be posted on bulletin 
boards in the area. 


